AT,

Colt for Submissians

Weeramantry Centre for Peace, Justice and International Law

International Legal Essay Competition (2020)

Concept Note

The onset of the global COVID-19 pandemic has butted the ship of humanity against never
seen before impediment. The ship may or may not survive the tide as far as ‘market’ indicators
are concerned. But it does seem to have offboarded many to the future of uncertainty. It
appears as if the true colours of the ‘system’ are now exposed, and it is time to be not just
franker but also more rooted in our discourses about the neo-liberal world order.

After the 2003 SARS epidemic, the next big breakout was already anticipated by scientists.
But as Noam Chomsky argues, preparing for a future pandemic was not ‘profitable’. The
United States saw a steady defunding of public health institutes like the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, and the results are in front of us. It even halted the funding to the
World Health Organisation on the unfounded pretext of failing to respond to the pandemic
and booking China for spreading the virus. In the European Union, while Germany did well
for itself, no certain records are available to show if it reached out to its sistren in the Union.
On the other hand, ltaly (as one of the worst affected) saw doctors flying from Cuba to help
the country fight against the pandemic. These paradoxes are symptomatic of the system that
the global world order has put into place.

Not just the divide in economic well-being, health disparities are also stark. The New York
Times reported that ‘COVID-19 can be about twice as deadly for those along their society’s
lower rungs’. Poor regions where people already suffer from underlying health conditions are
at the highest risk of being hit by the aftermath of COVID-19. Most of the third world nations
already suffer from dilapidated public health infrastructure and yet are expected to brace up
and ‘defeat’ the pandemic. India, Nigeria and Democratic Republic of Congo have emerged
as worst sufferers with the highest spike in their poverty index. Among these, India witnessed
an unprecedented excruciating saga of around forty million interstate migrant workers
stranded in the sudden lockdown imposed by the government of the day; just when those
stuck abroad were rescued and repatriated back to their home by ‘special’ flights. It was
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followed by the dilution of labour securities and preparation of the ground for an even more
entrenched (form of) capitalism in a post-COVID world. Along with India, Brazil and Mauritius
were also identified as jurisdictions that altered their labour laws at the expense of workers.

Assessing the short and long-term implications of the COVID-19 aeon might appear
inscrutable; but it is an opportunity for young scholars and future lawyers to have a critical
look at how the dreaded disease has laid bare the hitherto hidden layers of socio-economic
arrangements weaved through crafty but (implicitly or explicitly) lopsided legal instruments.

Theme

Guidance on Participation

We issue this Call for Submissions with the following assumptions - first, that the COVID-19
pandemic has exposed deep-seated biases in our democracy against vulnerable sections of
our population; and second, that law remains one of the best tools to understand, respond
and mitigate some of these biases. Any submission is, therefore, expected to either address
or critique both assumptions. It can range from identification of the issue to forging a valid
response to it.

Participant authors are expected to critically engage with the legal and policy
responses by the jurisdiction of their choice. They can also:

1. Explore the impact of COVID-19 on civil rights and liberties.

2. Assess the role and importance of Internationalism, International Law and
International Organisations.

3. Connect the jurisdictional response with the international legal setup.

This is however not a list of superimpositions of ideas. Authors are free to frame and/or identify
additional perspectives without losing upon the undertone of justice in their arguments.

Eligibility
Submissions are open to any presently enrolled graduate/post-graduate law student whose

thoughts resonate with the Concept Note to this call. The institution where the participant
author belongs, to must be recognised by the appropriate authority of the respective State.

Date

The final date for submission is 30t September 2020.


https://www.aljazeera.com/ajimpact/rolling-rights-coronavirus-eroding-labour-laws-union-200618020539139.html

Guidelines for Submission

1. Authorship — Sole or Joint (limited to 02)
2. Submission Format -

Title — Times New Roman, 14 Font, Bold, Upper Case
Heading - Times New Roman, 14 Font, Bold, Sentence Case, Format -, II, lll
Subheading - Times New Roman, 12 Font, Bold, Sentence Case, Format-A, B, C

Text of the Submission - Times New Roman, 12 Font, Sentence Case, Justified, 1.5 Line
Spacing

Quotes of less than three lines — within single inverted commas; italicized, in text

Quotes of more than three lines — within single inverted commas; italicized, separate
paragraph (with 1 to 15 indentation)

Non-English/ Foreign Words — Italicized

3. Words’ Range — 4000-5000 (including footnotes)
4. Citation Style — Bluebook Citation Style- 20th Edition
5. Authors are free to title their entries as they deem appropriate.

Evaluation Criteria

Criterion Maximum Marks- 100
Quality of Research and Originality 50
Articulation 30
Grammar and Citation 20

Procedure
The submission shall comprise-
« a soft copy of the essay in both word and PDF formats, and
« Identity card of the University/Institution (scanned copy or a simple picture).

At no place should the body of essay contain details of the author(s). Copy of the identity card
should be sent as a separate attachment.

Entries should be sent to weeracentre@gmail.com with the subject titled - “Submission for
Second Weera Centre Essay Competition”. This email can also be used for query purposes.
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Registration Fee

There is no registration fee for participating in the competition.

Prize

Winner: ¥ 25000 + Winning Memento + Winner’s Certificate.
Separate certificates shall be awarded to the runner up and first runner up.

The top three entries shall also be offered publication in the Journal of
International Law and Comity, the flagship journal of Weera Centre.

E-Certificate of Appreciation shall be awarded to the top ten entries.

E-Certificate of Participation shall be awarded to all the participants.

*for further information about the Centre, please visit www.weeracentre.orq
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